
l-Smile*

On May 12,2005, the lowa Legistature passed a botd Medicaid reform initiative catled
"lowaCare," which was signed into taw by Governor Vitsack. lncluded within the
lowaCare legistation was the fottowing mandate:

" By July 1, 2008, every recipient of medical ossistance who is o child twelve years of
age or younger shall have a designated dental home and shall be provided with the
dental screenings ond preventive care identified in the oral health standords under
the early ond periodic screening, diagnostic, and treatment program."

ln response to this legistation, the lowa Department of Human Services partnered with
the lowa Department of Pubtic Heatth, the lowa Dental Association, the lowa Dental
Hygienists'Association, Detta Dental of lowa, and the University of lowa Cottege of
Dentistry to devetop a proposat that woutd futfitt the dentat home mandate. The
resutt is catted the l-Smite" Dental Home Project.

Components of l-Smiteru inctude improving the dental support system for famities,
improving the dental Medicaid program, imptementing recruitment and retention
strategies for underserved areas, and integrating dental services into rural and critical
access hospitals. l-Smite* is based upon a conceptuat dentat home, attowing a team
approach to manage oral disease. Primary prevention and care coordination are the
focus of the project, centered in lowa's existing pubtic heatth network.

Dental hygienists, serving as l-Smile* oral heatth coordinators, are beginning to
imptement the project within lowa's 23 Titte V chitd heatth agencies. These
coordinators are devetoping partnerships, estabLishing referral systems, providing
training and education for healthcare professionats, ensuring comptetion of oral
screenings and risk assessments, working within their agencies to develop oral health
protocols, ensuring oral heatth care coordination, and providing gap-fitting preventive
services. lowa's [ow-income and Medicaid-enrotted chitdren witl benefit from the
mutti-disciptinary approach to earty prevention and treatment of dental disease-
resutting in a dental home for chitdren.
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